
RE:  H.B. 1423
SUBJECT:  Agriculture Education 

House Bill 1423 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill amends the transportation 
requirements for agriculture education programs. 

• Current law requires local school districts to provide transportation services to and from 
all agriculture education programs funded by CareerTech and FFA program duties and 
activities. 

• Section 1(C):  Eliminates the words “to and from all,” resulting in flexibility for district 
transportation policies.  

o Note:  While transportation is still required for traditional activities, it will not be 
required for all activities (i.e. out of state functions), as deemed appropriate by the 
district. 

Note:  H.B. 1423 and S.B. 50 both amend the same portion of law, 70 O.S. 14-108.2, and as 
such, should be read together. 

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Lynn Jones, Executive 
Director of Accreditation, at (405) 521-6638 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 

Amendment to:  70 O.S. 14-108.2 
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RE:  S.B. 183
SUBJECT:  Permissible Activity by Operator of Commercial Motor Vehicle 

Senate Bill 183 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill addresses use of a hand-held 
mobile telephone while operating a commercial vehicle. 

• Current law prohibits use of a cell phone to write, send or read a text message while the 
vehicle is in motion.   

• Section 1(F)(10): Adds “operating a commercial motor vehicle while using a hand-held 
mobile telephone” to a list of other offenses that would disqualify any person from 
operating a Class A, B or C commercial vehicle.  

o It does allow for use of such devices when necessary to communicate with law 
enforcement or other emergency services. 

o “Operate” includes while temporarily stationary because of traffic, a traffic 
control device or other momentary delays. It does not include when the driver has 
moved to the side of the road and stopped in a safe location.  

• Section 1(G):  Changes the disqualification periods from 90 days to 180 days for first 
time violation of the initial disqualification period and from one year to two years for a 
second violation of the disqualification period within 10 years.

• Section 2(A):  Prohibits use of a hand-held mobile telephone while operating a 
commercial motor vehicle except when necessary to communicate with law enforcement 
or emergency services.  

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Mr. Trent Gibson, Director of 
Transportation Services, at (405) 521-3472 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 

Amendment to:  47 O.S. 6-205.2, 11-901c 
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RE:  S.B. 411
SUBJECT:  Department of Public Safety Examiners 

Senate Bill 411 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill allows the Department of Public 
Safety to implement a pilot program for using third-party examiners. 

• Section 1:  Directs the Department of Public Safety (DPS) to develop and implement a 
pilot program to evaluate the potential use of certified commercial truck driver training 
instructors employed by businesses involved in interstate or intrastate commerce to be 
certified third-party examiners. The pilot program will be limited to 10 businesses, begin 
no later than July 1, 2016, and last for two years. 

o No business can be established for such purpose and no person can act as an 
instructor or third-party tester unless they apply for and obtain a license from the 
Commissioner of Public Safety. 

o DPS is directed to adopt a curriculum to offer to those who qualify as a third-
party tester. 

o Each business that is licensed as a third-party tester is required to pay an initial 
fee and renewal fee of $5,000. Each person is required to pay $2,500. 

o An annual complete nationwide criminal history background check is required. 

o DPS is to promulgate rules.  

o Note:  Could provide additional testing opportunities for school bus drivers, 
which is a challenge for many school districts. 

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Mr. Trent Gibson, Director of 
Transportation Services, at (405) 521-3472 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 

New Law at:  47 O.S. 6-110.4 
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