
RE:  S.B. 292
SUBJECT:  Modifying Definitions in the Oklahoma Children’s Code 

Senate Bill 292 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill adds a definition for “failure to 
protect” to the Oklahoma Children’s Code. 

• Section 1(24):  Defines “failure to protect” as failure to take reasonable action to remedy 
or prevent child abuse or neglect, and includes the conduct of a non-abusing parent or 
guardian who knows the identity of the abuser or the person neglecting the child, but lies, 
conceals or fails to report the child abuse or neglect or otherwise take reasonable action 
to end the abuse or neglect. 

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Lynn Jones, Executive 
Director of Accreditation, at (405) 521-6638 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 

Amendment to:  10A O.S. 1-1-105 
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RE:  S.B. 511
SUBJECT:  Homeless Children 

Senate Bill 511 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill expands the purview of the Oklahoma 
Commission on Children and Youth to include services for homeless children and youth. It also 
requires an annual report regarding child and youth homelessness and those at risk for 
homelessness. 

• Section 1(B):  Directs the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth (OCCY) to 
include in its annual report to the Governor, Legislature, Supreme Court, and chief 
administrative officer of each agency affected by the report, activities of the Commission 
and recommendations for further development and improvement of services for homeless 
children and youth. 

o The report should identify and establish outcomes, goals and priorities for 
services for homeless children and youth, and show previous and current 
expenditures for state and state-supported services to homeless children and 
youth. 

• Section 2(A):  Directs the Office of Planning and Coordination for Services to Children 
and Youth Steering Committee to: 

o Review data and propose policy on the issue of child homelessness, and 
o Update the Legislature on existing programs to reduce child homelessness, 

including programs administered or financed by any agency of the state, nonprofit 
and private-sector organizations. 

• Section 2(B):  The Steering Committee must examine: 

o State trends in the number of children who are homeless or are at risk of 
becoming homeless, 

o The state’s role in providing services to those children,  
o State policy regarding homeless children and youth, and 
o Existing services, resources, and capacity including the availability of publicly or 

privately provided resources to children and youth who are homeless or are at 
risk.
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• Section 2(C):  The Steering Committee is to submit an additional report of the items in 
this section to the President Pro Tempore of the Senate and Speaker of the House due by 
December 31, 2015, and annually thereafter. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Dr. Gloria Bayouth, Executive 
Director of Federal Programs, at (405) 522-3249 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  10 O.S. 601.9 
New Law at:  10 O.S. 601.6c 
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