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January 27, 2016

Superintendent Joy Hofmeister
Oklahoma State Department of Education
Oliver Hodge Building

2500 North Lincoln Boulevard

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Superintendent Joy Hofineister,

As an educator for 20 years, I have followed and analyzed the drafts of our newly written state
standards with anticipation. After reviewing the final version of the Oklahoma Academic
_Standards, I am pleased to endorse the newly written ELA and Math Standards. During my
career as an educator, I have seen standards come and go; however, I believe our new
Oklahoma Academic Standards written with teacher input are sustainable. I truly believe these
standards are more age and grade appropriate than our previous ones. ‘

As an administrator, one of the most important elements in creating a successful school is
advocating ownership by stakeholders. The process in which the new standards were created
permitted educators, parents, and community members the ability to provide input after each
draft stage. The clear and concise language used in these standards will make implementation of
the standards an easy transition for teachers while encouraging scaffolding. The vertical
alignment of these standards allows teachers a clear view of subject areas at each grade level,
while the horizontal alignment provides a flowing progression of standards from grade to grade
without redundant overlap of skill sets. The language of the standards will make curriculum
mapping and blueprinting much easier for school sites and districts. The standards promote real
world applications and encourage critical thinking skills. Oklahoma Academic Standards
commence with a solid foundation at the Early Childhood level and continue to build until
graduation. Ultimately, if skills are mastered, students should meet the definition of college and
career ready.

At a time where limited funding is an issue, it 1s imperative that we are able to use resources
currently available to us. Therefore, it is very important that these standards be approved as
soon as possible so all educators have sufficient time to develop teaching units to meet the new
standards. Finally, I wanted to applaud the time and effort by you and everyone invoived in the
development of these new standards. :

Sincerely, /ém
ennifer Smith
Prague ECC and Elementary Principal
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